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at about 80 miles an hour, but could only carry two
people, the pilot and one other. It was very suitable
for carrying mails, but could not of course carry pas-
sengers in any numbers.. The D.H. i o, its larger brother,
with two Liberty engines, was a fast and useful aeroplane,
could carry two people besides the pilot, and had more
room inside its fuselage or hull. It operated, however,
for a short time only, and gave way to the Vickers
Vimys and Vernons which had greater carrying capacity
but were slower, their average cruising speed being
6$ miles an hour.
The Vickers Vimy was made famous by its trans-
Atlantic flight and its flight to Australia. It did re-
markably good work on the route. It usually carried
three people in addition to the pilot, or else two and
the mail-bags. The Vickers Vernon had practically
the same wings as the Vimy, but it was fitted with a
saloon hull, capable of accommodating twelve people.
On the mail route, however, a considerable amount of
desert equipment, water and rations had to be taken,
and so the number of people carried in addition to the
pilot had to be limited to six. These would consist
of the second pilot who sat beside the first pilot, and
could relieve him at the wheel owing to the fact that
he had a duplicated set of controls, a crew of two, and
three passengers with a limited amount of kit. These
passengers were principally officers going on and return-
ing from leave to Egypt or England. If the mails
were being carried one or two of the passengers would
have to be omitted, according to the weight of the
mail-bags, A Vickers Vernon, as it took off th? ground
with full petrol to last for nearly seven hours in the air,
weighed just about 6 tons, supported by a wing area

